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Umf, damn it all. 


/ I know T have a key to 


her place somewhere. 
Now where is itP 
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And You're 
banged up. What 
happened? 


rT I-I need--Oh, god, I 
need help. MY mom. I-- 


Oh, god, Sank6. Her dog. 
He got out. I forgot to close 
the queso door. Ninety-Nine. 

e got out. 


r Oh, N-Ninet “Nine. 


My mom's d-dead. 


W-what am I a doP his was just a few hours _ 

Hele gone And mu manor rightP Tl go look for him. 
le Knew You were upset. 

I bet he didn’t go tar. 


Detroit, Michigan 
October 18, 2077, 
8:17 AM. 


Yeah, probably. Too 
bad 


Her mom died 
last night but it 
looks like momma 

first pulled a stunt 
1 on the boss. A 
good stunt. 


I stopped tailing Lauren 
because I couldn’t get any 
instructions from him. Pretty 
sure that machine is 
still with her, too. 


We need 
to find Hamilton. 
Can she wait? p 


Here I am. 
Grab a seat, Richard, 
but don’t order. We're 
not staying long. 


You better 
believe it. I tried 
calling the boss. 
RePearedly. No 

answer. 


Hamilton doesn’ 
know any of this. 


If I know that kid, she’s 
onna be in a corner some- 
where, bawling about her poor 
dead ma. She’ll keep. 


Have 


You heard from or 


Mr. Hamilton 


No. I think 
the boss freaked 
after that machine 

of his failed. 


This is gonna take some 
figuring. When he rabbits like 
this, he’s hard to find. 


Follow me. 
T’ve got some 


Ninety-Nine to look 
for mY mom's dog? 
me. 


Okay, okay. 


T've got to stop. 


I’m a mess. 
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M-momr I 
won't let anything 
happen to Your 

dog. r 
m gonna 
T find Sank6. I’m 
gonna find-- 
--Shit! I'm 
an idiot. I’m such 
an idiot. Not 


: thinking. 


Lauren? Yeah, I’m still 


looking for him. I had no luck 


on the street so I jumped 
in my truck and--WharP/ 


Licensed? That 
should help! If he’s turned 
up at any of the local shelters 
then it should be easy 
enough to find him! 


Pick up, 
Ninety-Nine. 
C’mon. 


Look, you start checking 


online. I’m go 


nna swing bac 


to Your place. Hopefully we 
can track him down 
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\Y See you }j\ 
jy soon! 
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--Well, ‘til one of the 
techs tried to take that weird 
ves? off of him. Then 
he got kinda sitey. 


were trying 
to figure 


( icked up late last ni ht 
\ i Real Friendly aoe 


Too bad Your mom couldn 
Yeah, vest! be here, but You're listed as 
Sank6's a rescue an owner; too, so no problem. 
and he’s really There’s just the fee. 
partial to that 


vest. 


Control is way 
behind. 


But Sanké 
seemed to want 
to be found. 
Go figure. 


You doing 
okay for money? 
Maybe I-- 


Okay, 
Till go get 
Im. 


I'm fine. I 
just want to 
get this over 
with and see 


Sanko. 
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. Do You mind giving us a 
ride back to my place? 


, Lauren, I know 
this isn’t easy to talk 
about, but I’m here. 


There are things you'll - 
| ~need to do. The hospital 
Pa probably already talked-- 


They fired me Yesterday, after I missed 
last night’s shift ‘cuz of my mom. 


es . Of course. I’m Z 
i. A sorry. T'll give youa } 7 2 
Fo call tonight. sy 


I made an appointment with a funeral 
director for this afternoon. The hospital 
will hold her b-body-- 


Have You been 
A able to get time off from 
the burger joint? 


Listen, Ninety-Nine. Thanks for all 
the help this morning. With Sanko. 
B-but, ee 
T’ve got 
to lay down 
for a bit. 


Sank6, You are J 


so sorry, bu 


Such a good ra yr 


Gee | 
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But Your little “friend” and I need to have a chat. 
Right the fuck now. Get inside. The wo of You. 


you son of a bitch! 


I know You're there, machine! 
Sank6 doesn’t wear a vest. 
No way in hell someone put it 
on him. I Know it’s you! 


Why did you do itP! Wh 
did You contact my mom®t 
You were made for war/ 
A fancy machine of war! Alll 
shape-shifty and sneaky 
and everything! 


r MY mom didn’t 


need any of this. I 
don’t know why you 
got involved. 


L Hane of this 


would've happened if it 
wasn’t for You! 


Wize 


You could have-- 
You could have just left 
her alone. And she'd 
still be here. 
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I She was right. She was right VV 


all along. You are something 
more. Something special. 
You Ae/Ped Poe, W 
Sank6, rightP Got i 
him to safety? 


dvanced Research 


A ~ 
Projects Corporation. ARPC. } 
And Hamilton. Huh. 


But she wouldn’t have 
wanted You to hate Hamilton 
or anYone. Besides, he thinks 

You're dead. You're safe 
or now. 


You I-loved her, didn’t 


YouP In Your own way. 


Listen. I’ve got to 
go. I have an a-appointment 
I have to keep, okay? 


12:15 PM. } 


fin 


met 


This is an 
urgent matter. Urgent, You 
understand right? 


5 é 


Perhaps I’m not 
making myself clear-- 


--Gillian. Your 
“ eldest daughter runs track, 
\ right? And if I’m remembering 
right, she’s pretty good. 


’ Enough of this shit. Tl cut off her fucking 
legs and feed them to Your Youngest if you 
don’t tell us what we want to know. 


You 


understand? 


Gillian, sweetie, we've 
spent all morning trying to 
track him down. 


How very nice, 
Richard, sweez/e, but I 
can’t help you. 


I understand 
that you believe 
it to be urgent. I’m 
not sure Mr. 
Hamilton would 
agree. 


I certainly 
do not. 


Maybe even scholarship 
material. Maybe seer enoug 
to get a full ride. 


> & : 
| Not bad. That would 
J] { be a pretty big deal for 
ae, the two of You. 


T'll get it 
for You. Give me 
a few minutes. 


P-please. 


Meee De?tr I understand this is 


a hard time for You. I’m very 
sorry about that. 


Given the lack of insurance, 
Ms. Greene, I’m afraid to say 
that the funeral cost will be 
approximately $8,500. 


BX 


n and Sons Funeral ome 


—=_ 


including any 
cemetery fees, 
of course. 


Twenty-five 
hundred... 


I’m quite confident that 
Your mother would not want 
you to suffer undue financial 

stress, so this option 

might be the best. 


You can sign a re/ease 
form with the Wayne County 
Coroner’s Office. 


This indicates that you do 


not have the ability to pay 
for your mother’s burial. 


Then, for a fee, You can claim 
the ashes from the county. 


But if you do no? have 
the means to do so, I’m 
afraid the ashes will be buried 
in a common grave-- 


A full service cremation 
might be a less expensive 
option for You. 


i That would 
e approximately 
331500. 


I-I don’t have that 
kind of money. 


I see. If you 
cannot afford to pay 
for burial or cremation 

services, there is 
an alternative. 


Aa 


should be a time 


The state 
will cremate 
her body. 


--alongside other 
unclaimed ashes. 


When You've had a 

moment to reflect, I believe 

you'll do what's bes7 
for Your mother. 


Her homegoing 


of celebration. 


Your bar? 
S-sure, T'll be 
there tonight. 


58 Thacker Street, Grass/and Park, ee Back then, death brought community 
Michigan. October 18, 2077, 5:45 PM. 71 | togerher, especially with white-run funeral 


ae ere homes and all their racist shit. 


Now most funeral homes are just 
like everything else. Bought up, corporatized, 
biggie-sized, cookie cutter. Grieving folks all 
treated like we’re buying a burger. 
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Especially with so many black this sucks, Lauren, honey. Everyone , 
funeral homes closed and gone. here is so sorry about Your mom. 


to get all your friends 
here to see what 
we can do. 


Now I did some digging. Looks like AA Cheapest. YF Yeah. If we do the . 
a direct cremation is the cheapest way to WW -homegoing here, at the bar, 
b go. About one thousand. y, i (| instead of at a funeral home, 
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know what 
to say. 
Callie. 


' = 
Guys... 
guys, I don’ 


Definitely. 
Let's do ‘1 


Ninety-Nine. (77 
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Rura/ Michigan. 
October 20, 2077, 
10:02 AM. 


Stop the shouting, 
Ricky. I’m here. Why the 
hell are you here? 


I wanted to be 
left alone for a reason. 
Mr. zs I don’t need you two 
pl screaming at me. 
rp Mr. 
j ‘Gg 
Hamilton? Jeremy? 


It’s Richard and 


7 We 
need to talk with 
You right nom, 


Re ; 
Well it eeaauee: fH 
Gillian is 
right he’s 
here. 
rit IH 8 | 
eas 


She'd 
better be 
right. 


hear anything you two 
have to say, Frankie. 
Sust leave me the 
fuck alone. 


wanna hear 
this. 


It's 
still 
alive. 
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Nex?! 


Hamilton's back. What does that mean 
for Lauren, Sank&, and the MachineP 
How will Lauren cope with the loss of 
her mom? Will she bond with the 
Machine like her mom did? Wei/ know 
the answers soon enough in a story 
that could only be called... 


wolf Jles 


Want to get in touch? 


Please write to 
letters@vonallan.com 


Dear Von and Sam, 


I got WOLF’S HEAD from my 
library (go libraries! I find so 
much good stuff there!) and I 
enjoyed it and had to actually get 
off my butt and send you an 
email. The world you built feels 
real and I cared about the people 
and the dog while I was reading. 


I especially liked Lauren and 
Patty... you did a great job 
showing how they love AND 
challenge each other (which feels 
familiar to me with my parents). 
Lauren is tough and independent 
but leans on her mom... and Patty 
feels like the kind of mom who 
would tell Lauren, “you’ll always 
be my baby!”. I’m not a PoC 
myself but I have friends who are 
and they would be so pleased to 
see this great depiction. Lauren 
and Patty aren’t victims or 
villains... they’re just average 
people dealing with shit. 


Sank6, the dog, was really good 
too... I’m a dog person so it only 
improves a book if there’s a dog 
or two in it, lol. 


Overall, WOLF’S HEAD is a 
fun read...the characters are 
really well done and I care about 
what happens to them. Hope you 
can keep going! 


Laurent Payette 
Ottawa, Ontario 


That is so nice to read, Laurent! 
And we’re both so pleased that 
WOLP’S HEAD is clicking with 
you. 


And yup, realism is important 
and I do feel strongly that 
characters grounded in reality 
help make the fantastical 
elements work. Without that? 
Well, for me at least, something 
is missing. And you nailed 
Lauren and Patty beautifully. 
That’s exactly it. 


And folks: support your local 
libraries. Don’t underestimate 
how many people come across 
new work that way. Laurent is a 
great example! And if you’re 
local library isn’t carrying 
WOLEF’S HEAD? Well, ask 
them to! 


Hey Von, 


Just finished WOLF’S HEAD 
and omg, I really enjoyed it! 
Loved seeing how Lauren 
handled all the craziness. And I 
like sci-fi/fantasy, so the artificial 
intelligence aspect was a selling 
point for me. 


Honestly, WOLF’S HEAD kind 
of gave MAGE or GOOD 
OMENS vibes — our world but 
with unexpected bits. Like in 
MAGE and GOOD OMENS, 
you’ve got regular people dealing 
with magical stuff and in 
WOLP’S HEAD, Lauren’s in 
this insane world, protecting a 
child AI, but still has to deal with 
paying her rent. It’s relatable. 


My only complaint or suggestion 
is to maybe be more consistent 
with the pacing? Some parts felt 
slow. It could use some more 
action scenes, I think. But I liked 
the characters a lot, so I’ll be 
watching for the next issue. 


CJ. 
via Email 


Thanks for the very kind 
words, C.J. Those are some 
pretty amazing titles to rub 
shoulders with! And I’m so 
pleased that you (and Laurent!) 
caught what I’m trying to do. 


In terms of pacing: I’ve been 
trying to avoid the “every issue 
has to have a fight” cliché. The 
idea is to make sure that 
Lauren, Patty, Hamilton, and so 
on have pretty clear motivations 
and actions. So slow? I can see 
that. Hopefully not too slow! 


Hi, 


I’m terrible at letters but I read 
WOLP’S HEAD and I know that 
writing and drawing can be lonely 
work and it’s easy to feel like 
you’re sending your work out into 
space and you never know if 
anyone is reading it. Especially as 
an indy creator. I like what you’ve 
done so far a lot... I haven’t read 
comics since I was a kid and that 
was Superman, Batman, etc, so 
it’s nice to see that the medium 
keeps ticking and people like you 
are putting out interesting, non- 
superhero work! Hope to see 
more of your stuff. 


The AI was also really cool. 
Watching it grow and learn was 
neat... also really nice to see an 
AI that’s not a murder-kill-maim 
machine (everyone is tired of 
Skynet jokes these days). 


Anon 
via Email 


Right on, Anon! You said it 
perfectly; so often the work I do 
is put “out there” and there’s 
often not a lot of feedback. And 
it does make me wonder, from 
time to time, how WOLF’S 
HEAD is connecting with 
readers. Sales are one metric, 
sure. But receiving comments 
like yours really helps, too! 


Developing the AI was a great 
deal of fun. I, like you, was 
really sick of the killer AI story. 
Not that stories like that can’t 
be a lot of fun (I’m a big fan of 
THE TERMINATOR)), but it 
does feel like it has been done to 
death. One of my definite goals 
with WOLF’S HEAD was to 
upend that notion. And one of 
my long term goals is to always 
have the AI learning, growing, 
and changing. So stick around; 
there’s a lot of change still to 
come! 


Dighal Comics 


” ONE. 


Pie ies 


Hey there! Here’s a sneak peak 
from the next issue! More excitement, 
adventure, and drama await! 


I won't fail again. Not this time. 


How much time 
has passed? Do I have 
enough time? 


! Y-You're kiting VE rl 
me, You fuckin 


Nn 
machine. Z made ay ar 99" 
\ By 
& 


RTT, 


A 


*k-koff* 
T-I *kofh, koff* 
4m Isurrender. 
Please. 


a 


Okay! That's all that I can squeeze 
in right now. You can read all about it in 
the next issue of WOLF’S HEAD! Remember! 
You can read it for free at the Internet Archive. 
Or visit https://wolfs-head.vonallan.com/ 
for direct links! 


REMEMBER THAT 


WOLESIHEAP SG 
Is AN ONGOING 
SERIES! IF YOU 
LIKED THIS 
ISSUE, PLEASE 
VISIT THE OFFICIAL 


WOLFE SIHEAP, 
WEBSITE FOR LINKS! 


HTTPS://WOLFS-HEAD.VONALLAN.COM 


https://wolfs-head.vonallan.com 


The two posters in Lauren's apartment (“49th annual exhibition of American paintings sculpture Ride the North Shore Line” by Mildred 
Waltrip and the Detroit Federal Theatre Project’s poster of Sinclair Lewis’ “It Can’t Happen Here”), the posters in the diner (Victory! 
Congress passes daylight saving bill, Defense! Long Island women, and October's "bright blue weather" A good time to read!), and 
the posters in the Grassland Park Animal Shelter (Report Dog Bites by Earl Schuler and Pet show WPA recreation project, Dist. No. 2 by 
Arlington Gregg) were created by the Works Progress Administration and are part of the Work Projects Administration Poster Collection 
(Library of Congress). These works are in the public domain in the United States because they were prepared by an officer or employee 
of the United States Government as part of that person's official duties under the terms of Title 17, Chapter 1, Section 101 and 105 of the 
IS Code. 


Further information regarding the Detroit Federal Theatre Project’s poster of Sinclair Lewis’ “It Can’t Happen Here” can be found at 
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/98513193/. 


Further information regarding the “49th annual exhibition of American paintings sculpture Ride the North Shore Line” by Mildred Waltrip 
can be found at http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/98513526/ 


Further information regarding Victory! Congress passes daylight saving bill can be found at http://Iccn.loc.gov/2002722591. 
Further information regarding Defense! Long Island women can be found at http://Iccn.loc.gov/98516347. 

Further information regarding October's “bright blue weather” A good time to read! can be found at http://Iccn.loc.gov/98509532. 
Further infromation regarding Report Dog Bites by Earl Schuler can be found at http://Iccn.loc.gov/93511152. 


Further information regarding Pet show WPA recreation project, Dist. No. 2 by Arlington Gregg can be found at http://Iccn.loc.gov/98510115, 
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